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CiZC holds debate on Zim-Asset, National Budget 

 

 

Harare – THE Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) hosted a public 

debate on the 2014 National Budget and economic blueprint Zim-

babwe Agenda for Sustainable Socio-economic Transformation 

(Zim-Asset) in Harare on Thursday, January 23. 

 

A crowd of 490 people comprised of professionals and non-

professionals shook off the end of day lethargy to attend the 

evening meeting. The panel comprised of former Finance Minis-

ters, Hon. Tendai Biti and Dr. Simba Makoni, as presenters.  

Dr. Godfrey Kanyenze of labor think tank, Ledriz, and Virginia Mu-

wanigwa, Chairperson of the Women’s Coalition were part of the 

panel as respondents from civil society. Gladys Hlatshwayo, the 

director of Zimbabwe Civic Education Trust (Zimcet), moderated 

the debate. 

 

Meanwhile, Finance Minister Hon. Patrick Chinamasa, who had 

been called to make a presentation on the two key economic 

policy pillars of the Zanu-PF-led government sent a last minute 

apology for failing to attend the meeting. 

 

Hlatshwayo opened the discussion by giving an overview and 

highlighting the main features of both the budget and Zim-Asset, 

before giving the presenters the podium, after which the meeting 

heard questions from the floor. 

 

The meeting interrogated the assumptions, strengths and frailties 

of the proposals in relation to the achievement of economic re-

covery and growth. 

 

Speaking after the meeting, Hlatshwayo thanked the panelists 

and the attendees, and promised that further meetings of that 

nature will be conducted to encourage citizens to participate in 

the formulation and monitoring of national policies. 

 

She called on public officials, on their part, to be open to engage-

ment on issues of national interest and significance.  
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Harare – FORMER Finance Ministers have said that the ruling Zanu-PF party needs to change its governance culture in order to 

turn around the fragile economy. 

 

Speaking at a public debate held by the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CIZC) in Harare on Thursday, January 23, former finance 

ministers Hon. Tendai Biti and Dr. Simba Makoni said a stable policy environment was critical for the success of the economic 

blueprint, Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable Socio-economic Transformation (ZIM ASSET). 

 

“Between the 31st of July 2013 and the 31st of September 2013 we saw a massive collapse of the economic fundamen-

tals that had nothing to do with economics, but the public’s lack of confidence in the new actors,” Biti said.  

 

“It’s no longer a status quo that we are benefiting from the rebound. There has to be an active economic policy scenario 

to actually address the challenges that we are having.  

"There is now a difference between the economic rebound, which took place after the formation of the inclusive govern-

ment. People had confidence in the new arrangement. It means there is another challenge driving this recession”, Biti 

emphasized 

 

“But our challenge is not economic in nature; economic problems are subordinated by political economy problems.” 

 

Biti said the country had de-industrialized, and resuscitation of the econ-

omy remained suppressed by lack of capital because the state was run 

on “insults”, “exclusion”, “predatoriness” and “attrition”, which prevent-

ed local creativity and the injection of money into the economy. 

 

“We need to address the issue of capital,” Biti said. “Zimbabwe needs 

capital in the form of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), overseas develop-

ment assistance and domestic savings.” 

 

 

Dr. Makoni said Zim-Asset left the creation of an enabling political environment and conducive policy framework from the nine 

assumptions on which it is anchored, adding that the economic blueprint by referring to sanctions as the biggest economic in-

hibitors was making a dishonest diagnosis. 

 

“In order to transform our society and even solve the problems that we face,” Dr Makoni said, “it is important that we 

are able to truthfully and honestly define the problems that we face and their causes.” 

 

Dr. Makoni said many economic blueprints such as the three national plans based on Growth with Equity, ESAP, ZIMPREST, 100-

Day Plan and Medium Term Policy were previously crafted, but implementation remained the major missing ingredient over the 

past 33 years of independence. 

“There was nothing wrong with all these plans, the problem that is there is non-implementation 

“I would like to say that ZIMASSET will suffer the same fate as its predecessors.” 

Former finance minister Hon. Tendai Biti 

Former Finance Ministers speak out on economy,  

Zim-Asset 
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Harare – Economic experts have said the economic recovery 

and growth anticipated by the government anchored on the 

Zim-Asset economic blueprint and 2014 National Budget 

could face the hurdle of embedded structural challenges in 

the economy. 

 

Former Finance Ministers Hon. Tendai Biti and Dr. Simba Ma-

koni told people at a public meeting organized by the Crisis in 

Zimbabwe Coalition in Harare that the growth projections of 

6.1% were unfounded and untruthful under the current cir-

cumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Makoni, who was Zimbabwe’s Finance Minister between 

2000 and 2002, said the projected economic growth rates had 

no basis in reality. 

 

“The difficulty with the projections particularly from 

2014 to 2018 is that the assumptions underlying 

those projections and the justifications for them are 

not given,” he said. 

 

 

Biti, who is the MDC-T shadow Minister of Finance, cited chal-

lenges such as the hyper-aggressive nationalist politics, mar-

ginalization of the rural populace, growing public debt, lack of 

aggregate demand, de-industrialization, obsolete infrastruc-

ture, little revenue collections, energy deficit, deflation, over-

spending, and superior imports than exports. 

 

Biti said mining could be affected by commodity prizes while 

agriculture had already seen late rains and lack of support to 

A1 and A2 farmers, yet the two sectors are pillars on which 

the Budget projects a high percentage of growth in 2014. 

Speaking on infrastructure, Biti said: “Zimbabwe has 

88000 km of road, but only 15% of that road is 

paved.” 

He added: “Seventy five percent of water from our 

catchment area releases water into the Indian 

Ocean. 

“We probably need three, four dams along the size of 

Tokwe-Mukosi in Masvingo Province.” 

 

Biti said, because the country owed the World Bank about 

US$ 2 billion, Africa Development Bank US$ 0.5 million, IMF 

US$ 200 million and Paris Club of Creditors US$ 3 billion, it 

was critical to adhere to the Staff Monitored Program (SMP) 

in order to access credit facilities in the long-term. 

 

The former Finance Minister also said power shortages cur-

tailed economic recovery as Zimbabwe was producing 1200 

megawatts against a requirement of 6000 megawatts. 

 

Dr. Godfrey Kanyenze of labor think tank, Ledriz, said the Dr. 

Structural challenges stifle short-term economic rebound 

 

Meanwhile, both former ministers agreed that Zimbabwe needed to “to be humble” as opposed to acting like “gangsters” 

when re-engaging the international community in order to benefit from capital injection. 

 

Both former ministers and Dr. Godfrey Kanyenze of Ledriz agreed that although the 2014 National Budget made the correct 

diagnosis of the problems facing the national economy, it gave a wrong prescription of solutions inspired by political grand-

standing. 

 

Virginia Muwanigwa, the chairperson of the Women’s Coalition, said every analysis and formulation of solutions for the prob-

lems facing the country needed to “take into account the plight of ordinary men, women, boys and girls of Zimbabwe”.  

Former Finance Minister Dr. Simba Makoni  
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Dr. Godfrey Kanyenze of labor think tank, Ledriz, said the issue of power dynamics within the ruling party could affect the sta-

bility of the policy environment, which the Zim-Asset and budget presume as the enabler of growth. 

 

“It is critical … the issue of consistency in the ministries,” Kanyenze said. “Power is going to be one of the fundamental 

issues, not even the budget.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kanyenze said the government should be prepared to meet resistance in reforming the public sector, which will be a factor in 

determining whether its economic policies will succeed, giving the example of hurdles in dealing with corruption. 

 

“There are winners in terms of lack of transparency in Chiadzwa; there are people who are benefitting,” Kanyenze 

said. 

“They will not standby while you reform because there are a lot of implications for them. Those who are involved will 

fight to death especially when you are presiding over a predatory economy as we are.” 

 

Kanyenze added that it was important for government to learn the principle of prioritization from China when dealing with 

factors that limit economic growth instead of trying to address all of them at once. 

 

The renowned economist said if the government failed to provide basic service such as water, garbage clearance and sanita-

tion, which are provided for in the new Constitution, it would qualify for “a failed state.”  

Dr. Godfrey Kanyenze 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


